In April, 1929, a cat was given to the boy to hold: an asthma attack followed. In August, 1929, he was admitted to the Royal Northern Hospital under Dr. Schlesinger. He was treated by Dr. J. Freeman's " Rush method," being given increasing doses of cat extract subcutaneously at intervals of an hour and a half. After a maximum dose of 85,000 units had been reached--in three days-the boy was discharged.
He has been observed for three months since discharge. During this period he has had no attacks of asthma, although he plays with a cat daily and has been tested with two other cats. The skin test, however, is still positive to cat hair and negative to other substances tried. Dr. G. W. BRAY said that out of the last 200 cases at Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital, 66 patients said that they had a cat in the home, but in only one-third of those cases was there a reaction to cat hair. It might be that only the presence of a cat brought on an attack: on the other hand a child might be sensitive to egg, cat and feathers: he might have an egg for tea, sit by the fire and stroke the cat, and then sleep on a feather bed and later develop asthma. Absence of one of these factors obviated an attack. In these cases it was very important to ascertain whether any sneezing or lacrymation occurred from the mere presence of the cat, or whether it was necessary there should be actual contact, as in stroking and then rubbing the eyes. In the present case touching was necessary. Another point was as to whether scratches or claw-marks caused an inflammatory reaction, giving a kind of autogenous skin test. The mother in this case said the scratches did not cause a reaction. This was imnportant in prognosis in any de-sensitization methods. In the case of hay fever it was necessary to de-sensitize every year. De-sensitization in the present case, as there was no reaction, could only be a temporary measure.
Acute Collapse of Right Lung.-JoHN GIBBENS, M.R.C.P. (for Dr. J. C.
JEWESBURY).-P. R., a girl, aged 7 years. Seen when aged 5 with a history of attacks of cough and dyspncea every six weeks, the attack lasting about a week. The
